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NOTE: 

ABOUT  THE  MATERIALS  IN  THIS  COURSE  BOOK 
AND  RESEARCH  IN  INTERNATIONAL  TRADE  LAW 


This  course  book  is  designed  both  as  a  reader  for  pre-class  preparation  and  for  use  during  the 
classes  themselves.  It  has  two  parts. 

In  the  first  part,  specific  readings  are  offered  for  every  topic  that  will  be  covered,  on  a  week- 
by-week  basis.  The  readings  for  a  given  topic  are  each  preceded  by  a  series  of  guiding 
questions  that  you  should  bear  in  mind  when  preparing  for  class.  Please  note,  however,  that 
because  many  of  the  required  reading  materials  are  available  and  easily  accessible  on  the 
internet,  for  the  sake  of  cost-reduction  I  have  chosen  to  include  in  many  cases  only  excerpts  in 
the  course  book.  The  curious  will  find  it  illuminating  to  access  the  full  documents  as 
worthwhile  supplementary  reading. 

In  the  second  part,  shared  materials  of  central  importance  have  been  compiled  -  these  are 
mainly  important  treaties,  indeed  the  legal  foundations  of  international  trade  law  and  dispute 
settlement  -  that  will  be  referred  to  repeatedly  throughout  the  course.  They  are  also  mostly 
available  on  the  internet. 

The  following  is  a  brief  guide  to  sources  and  resources  in  international  trade  law  that  may 
serve  as  a  starting  point  for  your  additional  reading  and  research  in  this  course  and  beyond. 

Primary  sources  -  these  are  the  treaties  and  statutes  forming  the  basis  of  international  trade 
law:  the  General  Agreement  on  Tariffs  and  Trade  (GATT),  the  WTO  Agreements,  the 
NAFTA  and  its  side  agreements,  and  other  regional  and  bilateral  trade  agreements.  In  this 
course  book  I  have  included  the  relevant  texts  of  the  GATT  1947;  the  Agreement  Establishing 
the  WTO  (without  the  Annexes,  which  are  the  WTO  Agreements  themselves);  the  WTO 
Dispute  Settlement  Understanding  (DSU);  dispute  settlement  provisions  in  other  WTO 
Agreements;  and  NAFTA  Chapters  11,19  and  20. 

The  full  text  of  all  WTO  Agreements  may  be  accessed  at 
http://www.wto.org/english/docs_e/legal_e/legal_e.htm.  Pre-WTO  (i.e.,  GATT)  legal  texts 
can  be  found  at  http://www.wto.org/english/docs_e/legal_e/prewto  legal  e.htm. 

The  full  text  of  the  NAFTA  may  be  accessed  online  at  http://www.nafta-sec- 
alena.org/english/index.htm. 

Secondary  sources  -  the  organs  of  international  trade  organizations  produce  decisions, 
statutes,  understandings,  minutes  and  decrees  of  varying  legal  effect.  In  this  course  book  I 
have  included,  for  example,  the  full  text  of  the  WTO  Appellate  Body  Working  Procedures 
and  excerpts  of  various  other  sources. 

In  general,  WTO  documents  of  all  sorts  may  be  searched,  viewed  and  downloaded  at 
http://docsonline.wto.org/gen_home.asp?language=T. 

Other  international  law  sources  -  for  various  reasons  that  will  become  apparent  during  the 
course,  international  law  sources  that  are  ‘external’  to  international  trade  law  are  highly 
relevant  to  study  and  research  in  the  field.  In  this  course  book  I  have  included  relevant 
portions  of  the  Vienna  Convention  on  the  Law  of  Treaties,  the  Statute  of  the  International 
Court  of  Justice  (ICJ),  the  UN  Convention  on  the  Law  of  the  Sea  (UNCLOS)  and  some 
reference  to  case  law  of  the  ICJ. 
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Important  web  resources  for  international  law  documents  are 
http://untreatv.un.org/English/access.asp  (UN  Treaty  Series);  and 

http://www.un.org/documents  (UN  Document  centre). 

Jurisprudence:  In  addition  to  the  primary  treaty  sources,  judicial  decisions  are  the  most 
important  source  in  the  study  of  dispute  settlement.  WTO  dispute  settlement  Reports  can  be 
quite  lengthy,  if  only  because  they  describe  each  and  every  argument  raised  by  parties  and 
third-parties.  In  this  course  book  most  of  the  cases  are  presented  in  abbreviated  form. 

The  WTO  dispute  settlement  web  portal  leads  not  only  to  the  dispute  settlement  Reports 
themselves  but  also  to  a  wide  variety  of  related  documents 
(http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/dispu_e/dispu  e.htm#disputes).  Go  to 

http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/dispu  e/dispu  status  e.htm  for  chronological  access  to 
the  dispute  related  documents,  and  links  to  access  by  country  and  subject.  Pre-WTO  GATT 
Panel  decisions  can  be  found  and  downloaded  at 

http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/dispu_e/gt47ds  e.htm 

Certain  NAFTA  decisions  may  be  accessed  at  the  website  of  the  NAFTA  Secretariat  at 
http://www.nafta-sec-alena.org/english/decisions/decisions.htm.  Investment  disputes  under 
NAFTA  can  be  found  at  the  website  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  State, 
http://www.state.gOv/s/l/c3439.htm  and  related  links. 

Decisions  and  opinions  of  the  ICJ  and  related  documents  (some  of  which  are  in  summary 
form)  may  be  viewed  at  the  ICJ  website,  http://www.ici-cii.org/iciwww/idecisions.htm. 

Scholarly  articles:  Many  international  law  and  trade  related  articles  may  be  found  on  the 
usual  Lexis  and  Westlaw  resources  and  e-joumals  such  as  the  Journal  of  World  Trade  and  the 
Journal  of  International  Economic  Law.  See  also  the  international  law  and  trade  online 
journal  of  the  Social  Sciences  Research  Network  at  http://www.ssm.com/update/lsn/lsn_intl- 
law-trade.html  for  a  variety  of  published  and  unpublished  articles  and  working  papers. 

Finally,  two  sites  that  may  serve  as  useful  portals  in  international  trade  law  research  are 
http://www . j eanmonnetprogram. or g/nafta/U nits/webguide. html  (Jean  Monnet  Program)  and 
http://www.llrx.com/features/wto2.htm  (“WTO/GATT  Research”  By  Jeanne  Rehberg). 
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